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Teaching Joined Handwriting

Handwriting is not strictly the same as learning phonemes and spelling patterns but often they go hand in hand.  If you are able to match the handwriting directly to the sounds that you are learning or the spelling patterns then please do.  Below is a suggested order for learning different styles of single letters and then joins.

By the end of YR all children should be confident with letter formation of all single letters plus the joins that match phase 2 phonics.

How the handwriting sequence matches the order of teaching phonics

Purple = phase 2 phonics
Blue = phase 3 phonics
Orange = phase 5 phonics

Single letters

Stage 1: straight lines

i
l
t
x (may remove pen(cil)) 
z
Stage 2: ‘c’ shapes

c
a
d
g
q
o (top exit letter) 
s
Stage 3: tunnels

n
m
h
b
p
u
Stage 4: top exit

r
v
w
o
Stage 5: hooks, loops and line

j
y
f
k
e
Common Joins

Continuous cursive bottom letter joins

Ai
but
ch
ck
er
ff
jig
sh
th
zip
bl
br  zz  qu  ar  ur  air  ir  aw  ph  ew  au ey  oy  ay
Ai
but
ch
ck
er
ff
jig
sh
th
zip
bl
br  zz  qu  ar  ur  air  ir  aw  ph  ew  au  ey  oy  ay
Continuous cursive bottom ‘c’ shaped letter joins

as
ea
ed
igh
ing
sat
ss  ng  ear
as
ea
ed
igh
ing
sat
ss  ng  ear
Continuous cursive bottom ‘e’ letter joins

be
her

ie
men

se
ze
xe   ee  ue

be
her

ie
men

se
ze
xe   ee  ue

Continuous cursive top ‘e’ letter joins

ere
oe
re
ure
ve
we

ere
oe
re
ure
ve
we
Continuous cursive top letter joins

oa
oh
oi
on
oo
or
ou
ov
ow
oy
wh

oa
oh
oi
on
oo
or
ou
ov
ow
oy
wh
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