Tavistock Community Primary and Nursery School

SEN Information Report
	1. What kinds of special educational needs are there for which provision is made at Tavistock Primary School?

	Tavistock  Community Primary and Nursery School is a Mainstream School set on the edge of Dartmoor.

We are a member of the Tavistock Cooperative Learning Trust. We are an inclusive school and cater for the needs of all children in our care.
We recognise barriers to learning using our knowledge and understanding of the four primary areas of need; the areas of need are:                                                                                  

· Communication and interaction

· Cognition and learning

· Social, emotional  and mental health difficulties

· Sensory and/or physical needs

In consultation with parents, we decide whether SEN support is required and then carry out further assessment to identify barriers to learning and the nature of their child’s difficulties.


	2. How does the school know if children/young people need extra help and what should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?

	We monitor the progress of all pupils continually; some children and young people with SEN can be identified at birth. Other difficulties only become evident as children grow and develop.

Pupil progress is regularly assessed by the teachers through observation, marking, conferencing and assessments. Teacher assessment occurs at the end of each term and assessment tests take place at the end of the academic year. Class Profile meetings are held every term, where every child’s progress and attainment is reviewed. Termly data reviews are undertaken by the Senior Leadership Team (SLT). Pupils who are identified as not making sufficient progress will have an intervention programme created; tailored to meet their specific needs. 

	3.How does Tavistock Primary School make provision for pupils with special educational needs?

a) How does the school evaluate the effectiveness of its provision for such pupils?

	During Class Profile meetings, the progress of every individual is discussed and monitored. Adjustments for support are made as appropriate and new objectives set as needed.

	b) What are the school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of pupils with special educational needs? (How will both you and I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s learning?)

	Parents are invited to discuss their child’s progress at least 3 times a year with both the class teacher and SENCo. Parents are most welcome to make appointments for additional meetings via the school office.

	c)  How will the school staff support my child?

        How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s/young person’s needs?

	The school will provide a variety of support for children with SEN. This may include 1 to 1 intervention and group work. The school will also access external agencies when appropriate to enhance provision. An overview of the school’s provision is available from the school’s SENCo and our inclusion pyramid is on our website.

	d) How does the school adapt the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with special educational needs?

	We carefully plan for SEN provision through different teaching approaches. We share provision maps with all parents whose children receive SEN support.

	e) What is the additional support for learning that is available to pupils with special educational needs and how is the decision made about the type and how much support my child will receive?

	The school provides various interventions/support that meet the individual needs of the children. These interventions are detailed on our Intervention Plans. Children who may require higher levels of support have access to appropriately trained support staff and we as a school work in partnership with a range of specialist agencies and practitioners such as Educational Psychologists, Speech and Language Therapist, the Communication and Interaction Team and Sensory Impairment Services.

	f) How does the school enable pupils with special educational needs to engage in the activities of the school (including physical activities) together with children who do not have special educational needs?

	The school is accessible to a person with disabilities and we are committed to make reasonable adjustments to make our school inclusive for all children. We have a disabled toilet, dedicated parking spaces and make every endeavour to plan activities in which all children can be included. We also have a Communication and Interaction Resource Base.

	g) What support is available for improving the emotional, mental and social development of pupils with special educational needs?

	Tavistock Community Primary and Nursery School has embraced the Thrive Programme and we have 5 Thrive Practitioners working with children from Nursery through to Year 6.
Children access SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) , we have Peer Mediators and we have adopted the ‘Conflict Resolution’ approach in our playgrounds.

The welfare of all children is our main priority. Any concerns are communicated to the School’s Headteacher, who is the Designated Safeguarding Officer.


	4 What is the name and contact details of the SEN co-ordinator and how and when can they be contacted?

	The SENCO is Mrs. Jo Elkington and she can be contacted through the school office.
 Her usual working days are Tuesday-Thursday.


	5 What specialist services and expertise are available at, or accessed by, the school? What training has the staff supporting SEND pupils had?

Information about the expertise and training of staff in relation to children and young people with special educational needs and about how specialist expertise will be secured. 

	The school has access to several external agencies that can provide additional support. Where a need has been identified by the school, the SEN co-ordinator will discuss this with parents and seek advice and support from the appropriate agency in order to meet the needs of the child.




	6 What are the arrangements for consulting young people with special educational needs about, and involving them in, their education?

	All children, regardless of SEN, are aware of their next steps. Children who have additional needs all have targets which are shared, discussed and worked upon with those members of staff who are providing their additional support. 


	7 What are the arrangements made by the governing body relating to the treatment of complaints from parents of pupils with special educational needs concerning the provision made at the school? 

	If you are not happy with the SEN provision at the school, please contact the class teacher or SEN co-ordinator or the Headteacher, to share your concerns.                                    
If you wish to make a complaint about the school, please direct your grievance to the school’s chair of governors. A complaint form is available from the school office.


	8 How does the governing body involve other agencies, including health and social services bodies, local authority support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs and in supporting the families of such pupils?


	As a Devon school, we use the DAF process to draw upon the expertise of other agencies who can support the children in our care. Details of the DAF process are on the Devon Local Offer website.
Devon Local Offer Website: https://new.devon.gov.uk/send
Devon Pathfinder Website: www.devonsendpathfinder.info/local-offer


	9 What are the contact details of support services for the parents of pupils with special educational needs?

	Parents can access support through the following websites:

Devon Local Offer Website: https://new.devon.gov.uk/send
Devon Pathfinder Website: www.devonsendpathfinder.info/local-offer
Devon Information and Advice Service website: www.devonias.org.uk



	10 What are the school’s arrangements for supporting pupils with special educational needs in a transfer between phases of education? (How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new setting or to the next stage of education and life?)

	- Consultation with parents or carers in how we can best meet the emotional needs of the child.
- Consultation with teaching staff, support staff and other lead professionals as how we can best support the academic, medical and social needs of the child.

- Opportunities for the child and parent to have supported visits to the new placement.


	11 Where can I find information on where the local authority’s local offer is published?


	www.devon.gov.uk/send




