
Toilet Roll Octopus Challenge 

You will need:

• Toilet paper roll

• Green poster paint 

• Octopus Template 

• White glue (such as PVA)

• Yellow piece of paper

• Paintbrush 

• Glue spreader 

• Scissors

• Black felt tip

• Red felt tip 

• Zig zag scissors (optional)

• Small coloured dot 
stickers (optional)

• Green paper or card (optional)

• 2 googly eyes (optional)

Can you use a toilet roll tube and other junk materials to make your own 
eight-legged octopus?
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5 Cut the octopus’s headband out of yellow paper, or use 
the Octopus Template. Glue it around the top of the 
tube to cover the green paper. 

6 Glue the googly eyes on to the tube. If you don’t have 
googly eyes, you can use the eyes from the Octopus 
Template, or draw your own with a black pen. Draw a 
smile on to the octopus with a red felt tip.

4 Cut out a circle of green paper, or 
use the circle from the Octopus 
Template. The circle needs to be 
bigger that the circle of the tube. 
Glue the circle onto the top.
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2 Paint the toilet paper roll green. If you don’t have green 
paint, you can cut out green paper and glue it around the 
toilet paper roll.

3 Carefully cut out the octopus’s tentacles from the 
Octopus Template, or draw and cut your own onto 
painted green card and cut them out with zig 
zag scissors.

In preparation, print out the Octopus 
Template. Or if you feel confident 
copying the shapes and drawing your 
own, you can skip this step. 

What To Do:
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88 Finally, curl the tentacles by rolling each one around a 
pencil, holding it in place for about 10 seconds, before 
removing the pencil. 

Stick the small coloured dots on 
all over the tube and the tentacles. 
If you don’t have sticky dots, you 
can use the circle from the Octopus 
Template, or draw your own with 
a felt tip. Glue the tentacles on the 
inside of the tube, at the bottom.
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