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Tavistock Primary and Nursery School
Reception Half Term Curriculum Overview: Autumn 1 2026
	Prime Areas of Learning (3 areas)

	❤️
Personal, Social & Emotional Development (PSED)
The children will spend lots of time making new friends, exploring their new class and establishing the rules and routines of the school day.   They will discuss and decide their own class rules to keep everybody happy, safe and treated with respect.  
 They will be starting a unit of learning from the Scarf scheme called 'Me and My Relationships' where they will take part in circle times, activities and work on scenarios that unpick what makes friendships and relationships successful and what might be upsetting.  
They will also learn through using materials from the Zones of Regulation  and other resources such as the Colour Monster books.  This will help them identify and talk about their emotions and how this helps us to stop, think and gain control as we continue on our learning journey.  
	🗣
Communication & Language
The children will develop their communication and language (oracy) skills through taking part in story, rhyme and song sessions.  They will have lots of opportunities to join in during class discussions, news sessions and circle times.
They will use Helicopter Stories which promotes story-telling and acting.  They will use story sacks, engage in role-play, use vocab mats, use Colourful Semantics resources and enjoy sentence creation activities using a picture stimulus.

	🏃
Physical Development
The children will work on their physical development by taking part in gross and fine motor control activities such as using the outdoor bikes and trikes, the obstacle course, threading, using tweezers, screwing and unscrewing nuts and bolts, using chalks and paint brushes and placing marbles on golf tees.  
They will continue to develop their ability to manage their own personal hygiene and think about healthy choices for food, exercise and sleep.  
The PE sessions this half term will focus on fundamental skills, where they will work on core stability as well as ways of travelling such as skipping, galloping and hopping.


	Specific Areas of Learning (4 areas)

	📚
Literacy
The Children will have a daily phonics session taught through the Little Wandle phonics programme.  They will learn a new sound each day with a review lesson every Friday.  They learn to name sounds and how to write them.  They will also have three reading sessions per week, starting with wordless books.  In these first pre-reading sessions they will learn about the terms front cover, back cover, blurb, author, illustrator, title page, text, picture and how to turn pages and look at items in the picture.  They will take part in discussion about the books. 
The children’s literacy will be developed through ‘Drawing Club’ developed by Early Years expert Greg Bottrill.  The children have a new book or story focus each week.  They learn vocabulary related to the book through image and action.  They use their imaginations to ‘story dream’ ideas for what could happen to the characters, settings and events of the stories.  This half term they will look at the following stories and animations:
Not Now Bernard
The Three Billy Goats Gruff
The Trapdoor
The Little Red Hen
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	🔢
Mathematics
The children’s learning in maths will follow the WhiteRose programme for mathematics.  
This half term the children will learn to subitise for 3 and 4.  This means they will develop their ability to quickly recognise amounts of 1,2,3 and 4 like when we look at the spots on a dice. 
They will learn to count in sequence to 5, practising matching one object to the count (1:1 correspondence) and being able to say how many are in the set once they have counted it.  They will look at the composition of 3 and 4 eg 3 can be made from three 1s (1+1+1, or 2 +1).  They will also spend some time on spatial reasoning.  This is where they will use language to discuss the attributes of shape, construct 3D shapes and models, learning about shape properties. 
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	🌍
Understanding the World
The children will begin to understand their place in the world through looking at their family and their community. They will look at the roles people have at home and at work.  The children will develop their understanding of time by looking at their own personal history, ordering photos of themselves from baby, to toddler, to pre-school, to reception class.  They will observe how they have grown and changed over time and discuss what they were able to do at each stage of their development eg crawl, drink milk, eat soft food.  They will learn about parts of their bodies, the five senses and how to stay heathy through having good sleep, a balanced diet and lots of exercise.

	🎨 
Expressive Arts & Design
Music: The children will start to learn some new songs and rhymes.  They will learn about repeating patterns in music, repeating patterns in rhythms and repeating patterns using words.  Their music learning will be supported by the Charanga music program which has lots of exciting animations for the children to sing, clap and dance along to.  
In creative work they will make observations of their own faces and explore paint to mix and match appropriate colours.  They will think about the shapes of the different parts of their face and use line to draw them.  We will also start learning some art skills through our new scheme Access Art where our first unit is called 'How can we use our bodies to make art?'

	




	📅
EVENTS  

Garden Day: Friday 16th October 2026

Parent workshops:  Phonics information TBA via Class Dojo
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