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Tavistock Primary and Nursery School
Homework Policy
At Tavistock Primary and Nursery School, we believe that homework supports children to consolidate learning, develop independence, and foster positive home–school partnerships. Our homework is designed to:
· Be accessible and inclusive for all children 
· Reinforce key skills in core curriculum areas
· Develop positive learning habits and resilience
· Provide opportunities for parental engagement in learning
· Support fluency and recall of key knowledge (e.g. phonics, spelling, number facts)
· Promote a love of reading and curiosity beyond the classroom

To ensure homework is inclusive for all our children, tasks may be adapted or scaffolded to support and ensure accessibility. We firmly believe that homework should not negatively impact wellbeing. Families should contact school if concerns arise.
Half Term Curriculum Overviews
Each half term we will provide parents with a curriculum overview of the learning which will take place and the topics that will be covered in school. If parents would like to do additional learning with their children on these topics, it is always welcomed. 
We have chosen to focus on the core subject areas of reading, phonics/spelling and mathematics for homework.
Reading 
Each child will bring home a school reading book and reading record. When they are still learning to read, children will bring home a levelled reading book which will include words they already know, together with words they will be able to phonetically sound out. Once children are fluent readers, they will become ‘free readers’ and will continue to bring home books chosen in school. 
In addition to listening to children read, we also encourage parents to read to their child as they move through school. Children love to listen to stories no matter what their age. Parents can choose books that their children can not yet read for themselves, exposing them to new vocabulary, which they will then be able to use when they are talking to others and also within their writing.
Phonics and Spelling
Children will bring home phonics or spelling activities appropriate to their stage of development. In the early stages, this may include practising letter sounds, blending to read words, and segmenting to spell words using phonemes they are familiar with. As children progress, they will move on to learning common exception words, spelling patterns and rules, and applying these within their writing.
Children will have a list of words to learn in preparation for a weekly test. Regular practice at home helps children to become confident and accurate spellers. Short, frequent sessions are most effective in supporting retention and recall. 
Multiplication Tables 
Knowing times tables by heart helps children work things out in their heads more efficiently. Moving beyond counting and using their fingers to work out answers, children will be able to use their knowledge to quickly solve multiplication questions. When children can recall multiplication facts instantly (e.g. 6 × 7 = 42), it reduces cognitive load, therefore allowing them to focus on solving the problem itself. Times tables need repetitive and regular practice to become automatic. Short, regular home practice makes a big difference.
We ask parents to support children to access TTRS (Times Tables Rock Stars) so they can practice their rapid recall of facts – this also suports preparation for the statutory Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (MTC). The national expectation is that children know their times tables up to 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4. 

Early Years
	Reading
	· Children should read and discuss their school reading book with an adult for at least 10 minutes every day. 
· In addition to this, we encourage parents to read to their children, sharing a range of text types, modelling reading with fluency and helping to develop a love of reading. e.g reading daily bed-time stories

	Phonics 
	· Parents will be informed which sounds are being focused on each week so that these can be practiced and consolidated at home. 

	Maths
	· Parents are encouraged to support their child by practising counting together e.g. counting steps as they climb, playing board games
· Support number recognition by identifying numbers in the home and local environment.





Key Stage 1
	Reading
	· Children should read and discuss their school reading book with an adult for at least 10 minutes every day. This should be recorded in the child’s reading record. 
· Reading books and reading records should go between home and school every day. 
· In addition to this, we encourage parents to read to their children, sharing a range of text types, modelling reading with fluency and helping to develop a love of reading. e.g reading daily bed-time stories

	Phonics / Spelling
	· Children in Year 1 will have a weekly phonics focus. Parents will be informed which sounds are being focused on each week so that these can be practiced and consolidated at home.
· Children in Year 2 will have a weekly list of words to learn and will be tested in class every week. 
· The number of words/sounds to learn will vary according to children’s needs. 

	Maths
	· Children need to develop their knowledge of number bonds and basic number facts.
· In addition to this, they should practice their number formation.



Key Stage 2
	Reading
	· Children should read their school reading book for at least 15 minutes each day. There should also be times in the week where they read their book to an adult at home to help practice reading aloud with fluency and expression. This should be recorded in the child’s reading record. 
· Reading books and reading records should go between home and school every day. 
· As in Key Stage 1, we continue to encourage parents to read to their children, sharing a range of text types supporting development of a life-long love of reading.

	Spelling
	· Children in Years 3-6 will have a weekly list of words to learn and will be tested in class every week.
· The number of words to learn will vary according to children’s needs.

	Maths
	· Children need to develop their recall of times tables by practicing rapid recall of tables up to 12x.
· Children should use Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) to support rapid recall of multiplication tables. Each child has an individual log in to TTRS.
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