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This overview should be read alongside our School Assessment Policy and our procedure for teaching reading and spelling through a synthetic phonics-first approach.

At Tavistock Primary and Nursery school, we believe that every child can become a fluent reader and writer. Our aim is to foster a life-long love of reading, which inspires children’s will to read as well as developing the skill of reading. We teach using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds, a systematic synthetic phonics programme used to teach early reading and writing. It is DfE validated and designed to help every child become a fluent, confident reader.
Children learn phonemes (sounds) and graphemes (letters/letter groups) in a carefully planned order, building skills step by step.  The programme teaches children to decode new words by matching sounds to letters and blending them together. Lessons follow clear structures to support effective phonics teaching with fidelity across the school. Children engage through visual, auditory and physical activities to reinforce sound–letter links. Books are precisely matched to the phonics progression, helping children practise the sounds they have learned and experience success.

Little Wandle uses frequent, structured assessment to ensure every child keeps up with the phonics progression and becomes a fluent reader. Pupils who are identified with a need for extra practice receive targeted Keep‑Up or Rapid Catch‑Up sessions.
 Its assessment approach includes:

Formative Assessment
Teachers continuously check children's decoding, blending, and grapheme‑phoneme correspondence skills during daily phonics lessons. These ongoing checks help identify children who need extra practice or Daily Keep-Up intervention. 
In Foundation and Year 1, small group reading practice sessions (decoding, prosody, comprehension) provide another layer of assessment, helping staff tailor support.


Summative Assessment
Little Wandle provides regular assessment points across the year to track progress against the programme’s progression. These assessments determine whether pupils are on track, need extra practice, or require Keep‑Up support.
The programme includes an online assessment tracker that allows teachers to:
· Upload data at each assessment point
· View heatmaps highlighting gaps in knowledge
· Monitor pupil progress over time

End of Year

At the end of Reception, teachers complete the statutory EYFS Profile for each child which involves making judgements by using their knowledge and understanding of what a child knows, understands, and can do in reading and writing. Attainment of children at the end of Reception will be described as ‘emerging’ or ‘working at the expected standard’. 
 
At the end of each year, the attainment of children in Years 1-6 will be described as ‘working towards the expected standard’, ‘working at the expected standard’ or ‘working at greater depth within the expected standard’. Teachers make their assessments against the statutory requirements of the programmes of study from the National Curriculum. 


Statutory assessment

The Reception Baseline Assessment is completed within the first 6 weeks of reception children starting school. 
By the end of Reception children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals for reading and writing.
Children in Year 1 sit the Phonics screening check. Any child not passing the check re-sits it in Year 2.
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