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Tavistock Primary and Nursery School
Year 5 Half Term Curriculum Overview: Autumn 1 2026
	📚 
ENGLISH: Reading
We will be reading….
Class Read: There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom 
Louis Sachar
Other texts include:
Varjak Paw SF Said 	
The Spider and the Fly Mary Howitt
Charlotte’s Web EB White	
Nonfiction - The Week
More Sleep Gives Brains a Boost


	✏️
ENGLISH: Writing
Sequence 1: Robot Girl by Malorie Blackman
We will be: Taking part in discussion / debate, and writing character comparisons, dialogue, email in role, setting description, advice letter, action scene and completing a book review
Sequence 2: Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
We will be: Writing chronological reports, job adverts, formal persuasive letters, informal letters, diary entries, character descriptions and opinion pieces.
	🔤
ENGLISH: Spelling 
Words with the letter string ‘ough	
Words with ‘silent’ letters	 
Use of spelling journals for etymology
Words ending in ‘-able’ and ‘-ible’
Strategies for learning words: homophones (isle/ aisle, aloud/allowed, affect/ effect, herd/heard, past/ passed)

Strategies for learning words: words from statutory and personal spelling lists


	➗
MATHS
In maths will be covering these topics:
Place Value: Read, write, compare, partition, and round numbers up to 1,000,000; read Roman numerals to 1,000.
Addition & Subtraction: Add and subtract 5+ digit numbers, use mental strategies, check with inverse operations, and solve multi-step word problems.
Properties of Number: Identify factors, multiples, primes, squares, and cubes; multiply and divide by 10, 100, and 1,000.
	🔬
SCIENCE
Forces
We will be exploring gravity, friction, air resistance, and water resistance through hands-on experiments like building parachutes. They will learn how mechanisms use small forces to create greater effects like lifting or moving heavy objects.
	 🌍
GEOGRAPHY
What is Life Like in The Alps?
We will be learning about the location of the Alps, exploring what life is like in this mountain region, and finding out why people visit. We will also compare the Alps' landscape and activities to our local area.


	🎵
MUSIC
This unit is based around Livin’ on a Prayer
Musician of the Month
September– Anna Clyne
October - Ella Fitzgerald
	💻
COMPUTING
Online Safety: Online Image and Identity

Programming: We will be learning how digital systems and search engines work, including how search results are ranked and influenced. They will also learn about digital literacy by investigating how online identities can be copied or altered.

	🎨
 DT
Mechanics and Systems 
Your child will learn about mechanical systems by exploring gears and pulleys to improve their designs. They will then apply these skills to an eco-gadget bike project, conducting market research and creating their own functional designs.

	🏃
PE
Dodgeball: Your child will develop their quick reflexes, throwing accuracy, and dodging skills while learning strategic teamwork and fair play in fast-paced games.
Dance: Your child will explore movement and expression by choreographing routines, matching movements to rhythm, and performing creative dance sequences. 
	❤️
PSHE
Skill for Success: Resilience 

Me and my relationships: Your child will explore healthy relationships by learning about communication, collaboration, and assertiveness. They will discuss emotional needs, look at what makes a good friend, and learn the balance of give and take in friendships.
	🕯
RE
Christianity
We will be asking: What does it mean if Christians believe God is loving and Holy?
Your child will explore Christian ideas of God as holy and loving by examining scripture and daily religious practices. They will also investigate how these beliefs are creatively expressed through sacred art, churches, and cathedrals.


	🇫🇷
FRENCH
Me and My Friends
Your child will learn to express their feelings in more detail and share important facts about themselves and others in French. They will also practice giving their opinions and preferences on different school subjects.
	📅
EVENTS  
Garden Day: 18th September
Visitors : Mini Police
Parent workshops: Reading Workshop (information for parents) 22.9.26 3.15-3.45pm YES TOR class
Maths workshop (information for parents) 29.9.26 3.15-3.45 YES TOR Class
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