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The ‘Best Bet’ Approach to Spelling for Writing
Purpose: To outline how children transition from purely phonetic spelling to accurate visual spelling in Phase 5 and beyond, using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised strategies and resources.

The Principle of the ‘Best Bet’
In Phase 5, children learn that a single sound (phoneme) can be represented by multiple letter combinations (graphemes). When spelling an unfamiliar word, children are taught not to guess wildly, but to actively apply their ‘Best Bet’ linked to their phonetic understanding. This means they use their secure knowledge of phonic codes to make phonetically plausible attempts before using visual memory to choose the most accurate spelling pattern.
The Three-Step Classroom Routine
Teachers must explicitly model and encourage this three-step process during independent writing and spelling sessions:
1. Phonemic Segmentation: The child says the word aloud and counts the sounds (e.g., /f/ /o/ /n/). As children progress into KS2 they are encouraged to identify the ‘tricky bit’ and focus on this for spelling.
2. Grapheme Mapping: The child refers to their Little Wandle Phase 5 Grow the Code Grapheme Mat to identify all the possible ways to write each specific sound or the ‘tricky bit’.
3. Visual Trialing: The child writes three phonetically plausible versions of the word in their spelling book; to see which one "looks right," establishing a ‘Best Bet’ linked to their phonetic understanding.

Exemplar Process: Spelling the Word ‘Phone’
Using the Little Wandle resource, Phase 5 Grow the Code Grapheme Chart, a child identifies that the long /oo/ (as in home) sound can be represented by o-e, oa, or ow. They also know that /f/ can be represented by f or ph.

The teacher prompts the child to write three phonetically plausible variations to evaluate their choices:

	Attempt 1
	Attempt 2
	Attempt 3

	fone
	phone
	phoan

	Uses 'f' and split digraph 'o-e'
	Uses 'ph' and split digraph 'o-e'
	Uses 'ph' and digraph 'oa'


All three attempts are phonetically correct and must be celebrated as successful phonic applications.

The Adult-Pupil Discussion: Guiding the Choice
Teachers and teaching assistants must avoid simply giving the correct spelling. Instead, use structured Little Wandle terminology to co-construct or to evaluate the solution with the child, helping them narrow down or to analyse a ‘Best Bet’ linked to their phonetic understanding:
· Prompt Visual Memory: "Look at your three attempts. Which one looks right?"
· Reference the Resources: "Let’s look at our 'Grow the Code' mat. Which grapheme is our usual 'best bet' for this sound in this position?"
· Validate and Correct:  Establish why their best bet is correct or incorrect- linked to phonetic understanding.

Diagnostic Spelling Analysis and Accountability
Purpose: To ensure teachers actively analyse children's spelling errors to target misconceptions, enforce accountability for age-related expectations, and use deliberate practice to secure long-term retention.

The Importance of Analysing Spelling Errors
Spelling errors must never be ignored. Teachers and teaching assistants must actively analyse children’s spelling errors to diagnose exactly where the breakdown in learning has occurred.
An error is a direct window into a child's orthographic map. When checking a child's writing, teachers must draw the child's attention to the specific point of error to determine if it is:
· A grapheme-phoneme correspondence (GPC) gap (e.g., writing shaut for shout because they do not know 'ou').
· An incorrect alternative choice (e.g., writing stait for state), which requires a 'Best Bet' intervention.
· A careless omission of a known, age-related rule or Tricky Word.
By identifying why the error happened, teachers can deliver immediate, targeted feedback that moves the child from phonetic approximation to orthographic precision.

Enforcing Accountability for Age-Related Spelling
While independent writing should encourage a high volume of vocabulary, teachers must rigorously pick up age-related spelling errors in words children should know and expect them to spell them correctly.
· Zero Tolerance for Known Words: Any words previously taught, high-frequency words, or current Phase Tricky Words must be spelled correctly in everyday writing. Failing to address these errors allows poor habits to become embedded.
· Active Correction: Teachers must draw the child's attention to these errors during or immediately after the writing process. The child must be expected to self-correct using classroom resources, such as their Little Wandle Grapheme Mats or any other spelling/vocabulary resources provided for them as part of OAIP.

Securing Correct Spelling for the Future
Teachers must use professional discretion when selecting target words; do not attempt to follow this protocol for every single misspelling. Instead, prioritise corrections that will yield the highest impact on the child's overall spelling standard, such as age-related Tricky Words or high-frequency vocabulary.
It is not enough for a child to correct a word once; teachers must make sure they spell them correctly in the future. To transition a word from short-term correction to automatic retrieval, teachers must enforce immediate, deliberate retrieval practice.
We champion the principle that "practice makes permanent." If a child repeatedly writes a word incorrectly, that incorrect pathway becomes permanent in their brain. Therefore, when an age-related error is identified:
1. Isolate the Error: Highlight the specific part of the word that is incorrect.
2. Write it Right: When an age-related error or a failed "best bet" is identified in daily writing, the teacher must not simply overwrite it. Instead, the following routine takes place during editing/fix-it time:
The Target: The teacher underlines the specific part of the word that is incorrect and writes the correct model in the margin or at the bottom of the page.
               The Transfer: The child flips to their 'Write it Right' section, writes the date, and copies the correct word as a heading.
              The Permanent Practice: Because practice makes permanent, the child writes the word three times using the 'Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check' method, explicitly saying the letter names aloud to build muscle and visual memory.
3. The Teacher Check: During the next marking cycle, the teacher looks at the 'Write it Right' section to ensure accuracy before checking if the word is now being spelled correctly in subsequent independent writing pieces.
4. Embed Permanence: Because practice makes permanent, teachers must monitor subsequent pieces of work to ensure the correct spelling habit has replaced the old misconception.
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